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IAEA hasrecenly estimaed tha the shortge of qualfied clinical medical physcistsin
Latin America is about 400 speialists, smilarto theestmated 500physcists aurrently
working in hospialsin theregion. The explarton for the stuaton is multi-factoial:
lack of approprate educational and irang prograns,absece of a fornal recognition
of the professon by laborandreguldory authorties low sdaries, poorrecogniton of
the profession by colleagushysidsts, insufcient understandig of the habilties and
regonsibilitiesof this sgecialist, anong othersin recant yeass, the rgion has seean
increase in the creation of eduganal programs, fromhe Bachelor to the Ddorate
levd, which has hgbed to aléviate the nuraricd shortcaning. However, these
acdemic programesannot satisfy the requiremeoitan approprite clinical training,
due to resictions in heduration of thecurricular progranas wellaspractical
difficulties for an activity which requireaclinical environment Thefew existing
hospitaltraining progrars can hadly dealwith the needsThis talk will review the
situation in the region and wifocus onthe needs relted to theprofessional
certification.



